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DR JOHN CROUCH 

Statement 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [9.34 pm]: Vital to our work is the contribution that is made by our 

electorate and research staff. In this respect, my constituents and I have been very fortunate. I want to talk for a 

moment about my staff. When I was first elected to this place, I was very fortunate to receive the services of Ms 

Maurene Palmer, who had worked for many years with distinction with Hon Graham Edwards; and for me as a 

new member, Maurene’s guidance was very important. 

Also in my early time in Parliament I had the assistance of a very capable fellow in Mr Darren Klarich. At that 

time, two longstanding friends of mine, Mrs Jane Saunders and Dr John Crouch, had been acting as relief staff in 

my office. In 1998, Graham Edwards was elected to the federal Parliament, and Ms Palmer went to work with 

Graham. From that time onwards, Jane Saunders and John Crouch have made a very effective and coherent 

team, working in my electorate office, and I have been very fortunate to have their assistance, as have my 

constituents. 

I have very sad news to share with the house today. John Crouch passed away last week, a victim of cancer. This 

is obviously a very stressful time for all concerned. Jane and Margaret Pearce and I will very much miss our 

colleague in our office. The many people whom John has known and made friendships with, and has assisted in 

many ways, will also miss him very much. John was with us for 62 years, which to me seems like a distressingly 

short time. We would very much have enjoyed having John with us for much longer than we did. I will very 

much miss both John’s advice and friendship. John will be missed by many people, including, of course, the 

many people whom he assisted through the work that he did in my electorate office.  

John was a man of very generous character. He was patient, and he was very clear and methodical. He assisted 

many people in what is often a daily struggle for them—that is, in understanding the government agencies that 

they need to deal with. This is often a particular challenge for people who have recently arrived in Australia. 

John was terrific, whether it was Homeswest or Centrelink. He did not draw distinctions between state and 

federal. Everyone who came through the office would get the best advice and assistance that we could give them, 

and John was very much part of that and particularly good at that. All those people whom John has been helping 

for such a long time will miss him greatly. I certainly appreciate Dr John Crouch as a professional colleague, and 

even more so as a personal friend.  

John clearly understood the importance of separating his work in an electorate office from that of his very 

enthusiastic activity for the Australian Labor Party. When John was committing his evenings and his weekends 

to the Labor Party, he knew that his role in the electorate office was different from that. John was first elected to 

the state executive of the Western Australian Labor Party in 1971, and he had an exceptional duration of service, 

up to the end of last year, of 40 years—in fact, 40-plus years, in the sense that it was late in 2011 when John’s 

health first took him away from regular attendance. That is one thing. But even more important than that, John 

took his duties as a delegate to that body very, very seriously and paid enormous attention to all the details of the 

matters that were brought before the state executive, and he maintained that attention over that extraordinary 

period of 40 years. John took a similar view to Australian Labor Party state conferences and the policy 

committees that he served on, and they were many. John’s principal interests included planning and public 

transport. He linked those interests to the important issue of global warming and he had a very active interest in 

energy-efficient architecture. I remember when John explained to me that energy-efficient architecture was the 

most central of Labor issues. That was true then and it is even truer now. If one is able to keep one’s electricity 

bill down, one has more money to spend on food and other essentials. That most central of Labor issues was 

made very clear to me by Dr John Crouch.  

John and I went through many campaigns together. Long before my time, John was campaigning for the 

Australian Labor Party. I remember that we went on an expedition to a by-election in Geraldton. During the long 

drive, we had time to discuss many things. We had a common interest in history and theological matters. John 

was formally educated in both those fields. An area in which John was formally educated that leaves me totally 

puzzled was languages. The only time I remember seeing John at all distracted during a state conference—he 

was normally the keenest person to follow the agenda of the minister or shadow minister, depending on our 

standing at the time, or the convenor of a policy committee reporting at a state conference—was when he had a 

Greek exam at Murdoch University where he was doing a theology course. Under those circumstances, John 

took his Greek book along and read it during that state conference. Other than that, he was totally focused in 

those sorts of forums for 40 years.  

It is interesting to look at John’s political history for a moment. He told me very clearly that he was delighted to 

join the Australian Labor Party because it gave him an opportunity to make a real difference to improve the lives 

of people without needing to be a member of Parliament. He saw the instruments such as the state executive, 



Extract from Hansard 

[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 20 March 2012] 

 p831b-832a 

Hon Ed Dermer 

 [2] 

policy committees and conferences as a way of achieving those improvements for everybody without needing to 

sit in Parliament. Nevertheless, John had a go at becoming a member of Parliament a number of times. He twice 

took on Sir Charles Court in Nedlands as the Labor Party candidate. John was realistic about his prospects but I 

think he enjoyed the experience of taking on our competitors in their heartland. John holds the distinction in the 

Labor Party of being the only Labor Party candidate for the electorate of Curtin that I know of who took the 

Liberals to preferences. When John was the candidate for the Curtin by-election, there was a point of dispute in 

the Liberal Party at the time about preselection between Allan Rocher and Fred Chaney. That may have assisted 

John. History will show that he took the Liberals to preferences in Curtin and, to the best of my knowledge, that 

is a unique achievement. John and I also drove to Merredin and helped out the Labor candidate in the by-election 

when Hendy Cowan retired. 

John was a very scholarly fellow. I talked about his background in history, theology and languages. I have a 

background in science but it was more often the case that John was giving me advice about science than I was 

giving him, particularly in physics, which was never a strong point for me. John was a self-educated source of 

advice on those sorts of matters. John had a doctorate from the University of Western Australia. I have never 

seen a person more reluctant to refer to his PhD. He was slightly embarrassed when I referred to him as Dr 

Crouch or Dr John. I think I knew him for many years before I discovered that part of his background.  

I would like to talk at more length but I have noticed that my time is running out. I wanted to say in closing that 

John will be very much missed by everybody who has shared his life. Of course the people who he shared his 

life most intently with are his brothers, their wives, his nieces and nephews. I know how much of a gap he will 

leave in my life. I cannot imagine how large that gap will be for his family. 

 


